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Advertiſement. 


Zu to promote the frequent, ſerious and pro- 


1 H E following Diſcourſe, compos'd with a De- 
t 


le Attendance upon the daily Aſſemblies for pub» 


lick Prayers, which our Church has appointed after 
the manner of the beft times of Chriſtianity, and 
egreeably with the holy Scriptures, was delivered in 
4 neighbouring Pariſh to the City of London. It 


there met with a Variety of Hearers, and ſome of 
them occaſional and unſtable Conformiſts, by whons 
it has been grievouſly reproached and condemn d. 
It is therefore publiſhed, that it may be the more 
| ſerviceable to promote the good Deſign of it, and to 


ſilence, if it may be, the unjuſt Reproaches which it 
has met with: For I find reaſon to think, that tit 
worſt ſpoken of by thoſe who did not hear it, from 
the Miſrepreſentations of ſome that did. *Tis the un- 


. happy. Diſpoſition of ſome Minds, readily to throw the 


Imputations of Lying and Railing, even upon the 
Words of Truth and Soberneſs, F they do not gra- 
tifie their Miſtakes in Religion, and eſpecially if they 
oppoſe them. I will not make the Reflections upon 


this matter, to which it is very liable, and does juſt= _ | 

ly . deſerve, becauſe that would be condemn'd 4 

Railing too; and I would rather, if I could, win theſe © 
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ADVER TISEMENT; 
unhappy People to true Rel gion, and their Duty, 
than provoke them to Sin. I ſhall therefore only _ 
them ſoberly and ſeriouſly to confider this Diſcourſe, as 
they may now do: And then, If I have \ ſpoken 
. Evil, let them bear witneſs of the Evil; but if well, 
| F would 5 ow, for Iz own Sales, not ta 
| mite me. Glory be to on High, and on 
Earth Peace, e 3 
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Eph. vi. Ver. 18. 


Praying always with all Prayer and Supplica- 


tion in the Spirit. 


HE, common Adverſary of God and 

Men has invented, and with too 

much Succeſs made uſe of, ſeveral 
Temptations to draw People off from 

a due Attendance on the publick Worſhip of God : 


which is a Homage certainly due to him, and, if 


rightly perform'd, is a Work highly profitable and 
advantageous to our ſelves. Among which Tem- 
ptations we may juſtly reckon the unjuſt and un- 
reaſonable Prejudices which he has ſpread amongſt 
us againſt the appointed Way of performing pub- 
lick, or common Prayer in the Eſtabliſn'd Religi- 
on, by falſe Notions and Doctrines concerning 
Prayer, and the Way of Praying, which is moſt a- 
greeable with Rule, and moſt acceptable to Al- 
mighty God. 15 

One of theſe I ſhall deſire we may conſider at 
preſent in Diſcourſe on this Text of Scripture, 


which, together with others of like Expoſition, is 


wreſted and abus'd, to countenance a very corrupt 
and falſe Notion concerning the Manner of Pray- 
ing. The Apoſtle here exhorts Chriſtians, that 
they pray always with all Prayer and Supplication in the 
Spirit. Some from this and the like Expreſſions in 
Scripture, are deceived into an Opinion, that to 
pray by the Uſe of a ſet and prepar'd Prayer, or a 
Form compoſed by another, 1s contrary to the Rule 
of worſhipping God in Spirit and in Truth, or at 
leaſt, a great Hindrance of praying by the Spirit, 


and not ſo apt and fit a Way to do this as praying 3 
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6 A Diſcourſe on praying by the Spirit, 


by Extempore Prayer : They think that the Uſe of 
Forms ſtints the Spirit, as they ſpeak, and gives a 
Check to his Operations in us; and ſo the relying 


upon them is rather an Offence to the good Spirit 


of God. And this falſe Doctrine has occaſioned a a 


great Neglect of Prayer both in publick and in 
the Family, and ſo has certainly and truly done 
what the Uſe of prepar'd Prayers or Forms is un- 
juſtly charg'd with : That is, r good 
Spirit of God, and driven away from us in too great 
a Meaſure the Spirit of Grace and of Supplications. 
_-I ſhall; then in this Diſcourſe, briefly ſpeak to 
theſe Three things. a 6 OY 

(.) To:ſhew what it is to pray by the Spirit, or 
in the Spirit, as the Apoſtle means it here. (2) That 


this may be done in the Uſe of a prepar'd Prayer 


or a Form. (3) To repreſent how Men may beſt 
do this in the Uſe of the Common, or Publick 
Prayers of 'the Church. 5 
In the firſt Place, I ſhall ſhow you diſtinctly, 


What it is that the Apoſtle means here by Praying 


in the Spirit: For the Miſtake of this and the like 
Expreſſions, is the Foundation of all the other Mi- 
ſtake and Diſorder in this Matter. And to this 
Purpoſe it muſt be obſerv'd, that there are two di- 
ſtin& Ways of praying by the Spirit, or in the Spi- 


rit, ſpoken of in Scripture, which are very diffe- 


rent one from another; the one is extraordinary, 
and that-which was but for a time, and was-to be 
perform'd then but by ſome in the Church : The 
other ordinary, and which was to continue as 
Jong as Chriſtianity, that is, to the End of the 
World: And this is the common Duty of Chriſti- 
ans, or a Privilege common to all good Chriſtians 
as ſuch, | 
- Firſt, There is an extraordinary Way of praying 
by the Spirit ſpoken of in Scripture, which was 
perform'd, and was to be perform'd but by ſome 
in the Church, and that was, when the Spirit of 


God did in a miraculous Manner dictate and ſug» 
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zu the ſe of the Common Prayers. 7 


ſt to them immediate ly what they were to utter 

u their Prayers. By which immediate Inſpirati- 
on and Suggeſtion of the holy Spirit of Gad, ſome 
were then inabled to pray as well as to preach, and 
to utter Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, which were 
immediately dictated to them by the Holy Ghoſt. 


This is that praying by the Spirit which the Apo- 


ſtle ſpeaks of, 1 Cor. 14. 15. when he ſays, 1 will 
pray with the Spirit, and I will pray with the Under- 


Banding alſo, He had this Gift, and ſo had ſome 
2 . others in thoſe times; and it was a Part of that 


Gift which went under the Name of propherying 3 
and ſome of thoſe who. had it were call'd Prophers 
in thoſe times. This was attended alſo with ano- 
ther miraculous Gift, which was the Gift of Lan- 
uages; whereby they were inabled to ſpeak all 
— of Languages, without ever learning them 
by their own Endeavours and Study, and the In- 
ſtruction of Men, And the Apoſtle you may ſee 
in that Chapter, is reproving ſome of theſe Pro- 
phets, for that they affected to pray ſometimes 
in a Language which the Hearers did not under- 
Rand, to make a vain-glorious Show of their ha- 
ving the Gift of Languages; therefore he faies, J 
will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray with the Under- 
ſanding alſo: That is, fo as that thoſe who hear 
* may underſtand what I ſay, and be be able to 
y their Amen to it. N lohn 
Now this Gift, or this Wayof praying was inten- 
ded to be but for a time in the Church, at the firſt 


planting of the Goſpel, as was alſo the Gift of 


nguages mentioned. This the Apoſtle plainly 
Ggnifies when he ſays, 1 Cor. 13. 8. Whether there 
be Prophecies, they ſhall ceaſe. And as the Apoſtle 


ſays this, ſo the Event proves it. The Event 


ſhows that this Way of praying was to continue 
but for a time; for tis evident that this Way of 
Praying is ceaſed, and has long ſince ceaſed in the 

ohurch. And that thoſe who affect to uſe extem- 


Pore Prayers do not thus pray by the Spirit, 
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that 


* 
- 
5 PF - 


= # A Diſtouſe m projing by the Spirits 
= that is, by his immediate Dictate and Suggeſtion; 
or calling to their Minds as they ſpeak what they 
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ſhall utter, they plainly enough ſhow by the 
Weakneſs and Miſtakes of many of their Prayers, 


and moſt certainly by their Contradict ĩons and Op- 
Poſitions even to one another in their Prayers, ac- 
coding to their various and diſagreeing Opinions in 


Religion. The Spirit of God ſuggeſts nothing but 
Truth; but when they contradict one another, they 
cannot all ſpeak the Truth, therefore the Spirit of 


God does not dictate thoſe Prayers to them. They 
ſometimes groſly miſinterpret and miſapply the 
| n e in their Prayers, but this cannot᷑ 


be done by the Dictate and Suggeſtion of the holy 
Spirit of God; for then the Spirit of God would 
contradict himſelf. For he certainly dictated the 


holy Scriptures, and then he cannot dictate any 


thing that is contrary to the. holy Scriptures, or 
any Wreſting or Abuſe of the Holy Scriptures: 
They mult pretend to be infallible in-theirPrayers, 


as certainly they cannot do, or elfe they ought i 


not to pretend to pray thus by the Spirit. he 

And it muſt be obſery'd, that as this Gift was in- 
tended to continue but for a time in the Church, 
ſo while it was given, it was not a Gift common to 


good Chriſtians: There were but ſome that had 


it, and that did exerciſe it in their Prayers even 
in thoſe times. And they were ſuch as were called 
to the Office and Work of the Miniſtry, who were 
thus qualified for the better propagating of the 


_ Goſpel at firſt among the Jews and Gentiles. This 


the Apoſtle plainly enough tells us in that Que- 
ſtion, 1 Cor. 12. 19. Are all Apoſtles? Are all Pro- 
phets ? Which is as much as to ſay, all are not A- 


poſtles, all are not Prophets. As all the Miniſters 


of Chriſt were not of the Order of Apoſtles, who 
were a diſtin& and ſuperior Order: So all the Be- 
lievers, all that the Apoſtles call Saints, were not 
Prophets, nor could thus pray by the Spirit, bur 
theſe were a diſtinct Order among ang 
3 n ut 


* 


But then, if all did not pretend to this Way 


praying in that time, certainly *tis not a thing that 


may be pretended to now: If this was not a com- 
mon Privilege or Duty of Chriſtians then, 'tis 
without Ground to pretend that 'tis ſo now, or to 


challenge ſuch an Aſſiſtance of the Spirit in Prayer, 


as does amount to this. A Man may be a good 
Chriſtian, and ſuch as ſhall be ſav'd, according to 
the Order and Method preſcrib'd in the Goſpel, 
withont being inabled thus to, pray, as there were 


ſuch then. A Man may be a very good Chriſtian. 
without it, through all the Ages of Chriſtianity 5 


as ſome of thoſe who then had this Gift were yery 
defective, and ſo needed the Apoſtles Correction 
for their Pride and Vain-glory, in boaſting of their 
Gifts, and ſhew ing their Gifts without due Regard 
to the edifying of the Church by them, which was 
the End they were given for. 

Secondly, Let us obſerve that there is another 
Way of praying by the Spirit ſpoken of in Scri- 
pture, and what that was. There is a Way of do- 
ing this common to all good Men, and good Chri- 
ſtians as ſuch, which may be attained, and which is 
the common Duty of Chriſtians to put in Pra- 
Etice, and one cannot be a good Man or a good 
Chriſtian without it. Such is that which the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks of when he ſays, the Spirit of Grace of 
Supplication ſhould be poured out upon the Mem- 


bers of the Church in common, under the Name 


of the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, Zach. 12. 10. He 


. muſt be underſtood there to ſpeak of a Way of 


praying common to all good Men. This alſo our 
rd means and ſpeaks of when he ſays, Men muſt 
worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, John 4. 24. 
He certainly ſpeaks of a praying in the Spirit, 


which is a common Duty. And we muſt believe 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of a common ayd. ordinary 
er of praying here in the Text: Becauſe he ex- 


horts the Chriſtians in common to it. This is not 
an Exhortation given to = Prophets only of thoſe 


times 
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10 © A Diſcourſe on praying, by the Spinit, * 
times, or to the inſpir'd Miniſters of Religion, but 
to common Chriſtians. It was not a proper Matter 
of Exhortation to exhort any to pray in the ex- 
traordinary Manner by immediate Inſpiration and 
Suggeſtion of the Spirit of God; becauſe it was not 
a common Duty, nor a thing depending upon Man's 
Endeavour. The Spirit of God mov'd Men to this 
how, and when he liſted. And they could not do this 
*tis likely at all times, or whenever they pleas'd, 
but only when he was pleas'd to move and inſpire 
them, and as the Spirit gave them Utterance. 

Now the ordinary Way of praying by the Spi- 
Tit is this; to pray with Underſtanding and Know- 
ledge, and a ſerious Application of Heart and 
Mind to the Duty, and with ſuitable Motions and 
Affections in the doing it: To pray with the Ex- 
erciſe of thoſe Graces and Virtues which go to the 
making a good Chriſtian in our Prayers. And this 
may very well be call'd praying by the Spirit, inaf- 
much as it is perform'd by the Aſſiſtance and Ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God : lt is that divine Spirit 
who inables any thus to pray. As it is he who ſan- 
ctifies us, and puts into our Hearts good Deſires, ſo 
tis he who ſtirs up all the Graces which are in us 
belonging to that Sanctification, when they are ex- 
ercis'd either in holy and devout Prayers, or in 
any other holy and good Actions: Tis the Spirit 
of God who ſtirs us up and enables us to perform 
every good Work. And this praying by the Spirit, 
or in the Spirit, might very well bea matter of Ex- 
hortation. As we are often urg'd and exhorted to 
good Works, tho” of our ſelves alone we can do no- 

thing that is good: So we may be exhorted, as Chri- 

ſtians in common are, to devout and good Pray- 
ers, tho' the Spirit of God certainly works all 
_ Good in us, and influences, excites, directs, and 
enables us to perform all manner of Good that we 
do. And certainly the Exhortation here regards 
our Part in this Work, what we may and ought to 
do, not the Part of the Spirit of God, as all Exhor- 
e 1 SY rations 


in the Tſe of the Common Prayers. It 
tations do. It exhorts to what is our common Du- 
ty, not to what is only a particular Privilege afford- 
ed extraordinarily by the Spirit of God. And there- 
fore by praying in the Spirit here, muſt be meant 
hearty, earneſt, and ſerious Prayer; ſuch as exer- 
.Ciſes the Graces and Virtues which go to the con- 


ſtituting a good Chriſtian : Praying with Reve- 


rence and godly Fear, with Love, Faith, Truſt 
and Confidence in the Promiſes of God, with 
Hungrings and Thirſtings after Righteouſneſs, 
and a Senſe of our Spiritual Wants: With the 
Exerciſeof thoſe Graces upon their proper Occa- 
ſions, which the Apoſtle calls the Fruits of the Spi- 
rit, Gal. 5.22,23. This is praying in the Spirit, or 
by the Spirit, even the Spirit of Grace and Suppli- 
cations; when we pray with our own Spirits, ha- 
ving our Hearts and Minds duly engaged in the 
Duty, and as influenc'd by the holy Spirit of God ; 
tho? he does not immediately dictate, and ſuggeſt to 
us, or inſpire us with what we utter and ſay to God 

in our Prayers. The matter of Prayer we are ſuffi- 
ciently taught in the holy Scriptures, and may 
learn from thence, and there is no need that this 
ſhould be anew revealed or dictated to us every 
time that we pray, tho' we ought always to Pray 
by the Spirit. And the Manner of praying duly 
we may derive from the ſanctify ing Influences and 
Operations of the holy Spirit of God upon us, 
which are common to all good Chriſtians as ſuch. 
And as a Man may have much of the holy Scri- 
ptures, and ſo of the fit Matter of Prayer in his 
Memory, and that very ready to be uttered, with- 
out having any of the true Graces of a Chriſtian 
in his Heart; he may by the Strength of his 
Memory, and Fancy, and natural Abilities of his 


Mind, eſpecially when they have been well exer-=3: 
ciſed this Way, make long Prayers, and pour our Rb 
an abundance of Scripture and the proper matter . 

of Prayer, but yet not pray in the Spirit, or by *; 
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the Spirit, all the while; that is, not by Virtue . 


B 2 


= 
a 4 
3 


a 
8} 
> i 
: 


1 > 
8 
* — 

; ax C 

N m6 


* 


* 


— 


e 8 _— * ry * 8 N 
* ; * 8 A « 


' 9 
7 


12 A Diſcourſe on praying by the Spirit, 
of the ſanctifying Influence and Operation of the 
holy Spirit of God upon his Soul, nor in the Ex- 
erciſe of thoſe Graces and Virtues which conſtitute 
a good Chriſtian, Ang ſo he may in his Prayer 
not exerciſe the Fruits of the Spirit ; but what the 
Apoſtle calls the Works of the Fleſh, Gal. 5. that 
is, Hatred, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, En- 
dying, Hereſie, and ſuch like ſpiritual Wickedneſs. 
Such wicked praying there has been, as the Scri- 
pture tells us, and therefore may be ſtill. The Pha- 
riſees had a mighty Gift of Prayer, and uſed it much, 


but were a Generation of Vipers, and very wicked 


in the Cenſure of our Saviour, tho' in their own 
Conceit of themſelves, and the Opinion of the 
heated Vulgar, they were the moſt godly People of 
their time. | 

Thus I think I have ſufficiently ſhown what. is 
the true praying by the Spirit, which we may de- 
fire, and endeavour, and ought to practiſe, as the 
common Duty of Chriſtians; and which we may 
ordinarily attain to perform by the Influence and 
Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit of God. 1 282 

I come now to the ſecond Head of Diſcourſe pro- 
pos'd ; which is to ſhow, that a Man may truly and 
acceptably pray by the Spirit in the uſe of a Prayer 
that is prepared beforehand, or in. the uſe of a 
Form. | 7 
This may be ſo evident from the holy Scriptures, 
upon a little Conſideration, that *tis really a mat- 
ter of Aſtoniſhment and Wonder, that ever any 
People ſhould fall into the contrary Imagination, 
who can read the Scriptures, and do pretend to be 
guided by the holy Scriptures in their Faith and 
Practice. It is certain we muſt pray by the Spirit, 
as the Apoſtle here directs, or elſe we cannot do it 
acceptably, or as we may ſay, lawfully. But then 
*tis certain and evident from Scripture, that we 
may do ſo in praying by a ſet and prepared Form; 
and it is not true, that praying by the Uſe: of a 
Form does hinder or check, or ſtint, as ſome would 


ſay, 


| in the Tſe of the Common Prayers. 13 
fay, the Spirit in Prayer, unleſs there be no prayi 

| jw by 3 Spirit, but that which is performed 1 
the Spirit's immediately calling to our Minds what 
we ſhall utter, as ſome ſpeak the Matter ; thar is, 
by his immediate DiQate and Suggeſtion, or In- E 
ſpiration: To prove this, I deſire the deliberate, _ 
ber, and unprejudiced Conſideration of theſe -M 
things following, : | V Cs 
1. The Examples of thoſe who have pray'd by a 
ſet Form, and yet muſt be allow'd, even therein, "2 
to have pray'd in a manner lawful and acceptable by. 
to God, and ſo alſe to have pray'd in the Spirit, or?“ 
by the Spirit. Will any one preſume to ſay,that Mo- 3 
ſes did notpray in the Spirit, or by the Spirit, when =_ 
he uſed a certain ſet Form of Prayer, and a very "= 
ſhort one too, or a Collect, as we may call it, at the 41 
riſing of the Camp of Iſrael, and at the fixing of 
it again in the Wilderneſs ? But this we find it 

expreſly ſaid he did, Numb. 10. 35, 36. When " 
the Camp was about to march, he ſaid, Ariſe, O 
Lord, and let thine Enemies be ſcattered, and let 
them that hate Thee, flee before Thee. When it fix'd 
again, he ſaid, Return, O Lord, ta the many Thouſands 1 
of Iſrael. Shall we ſay that Aſaph and his Brethren 4 
did not worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, or per- 1 
form ſpiritual Worſhip, and acceptable to God 
as ſuch, when they uſed in their publick Worſhi = 
the Pſalm which David cotiipoſed, and delivere = 
to them to uſe it, 1 Chron. 16. 7. When David 
had brought the Ark of God, and ſet it in the 
midſt of the Tent which he had pitched for it, 
*tis ſaid in that Place, Then on that Day David deli- 
vered firſt the following Pſalm to thank the Lord, into 
the Hands of Aſaph, and his Brethren. Can we think . 
theſe godly Men practiſed, and that holy David * ũ 

ordered a Way of Worſhip which was not lawful, 1 
or would not be acceptable to God ? Again, in -x 
Chron. 29. 30. tis ſaid of the good King Hezekiah, 
that he commanded the Levites to ſing Praiſe unto the 

Lord, with the Words of David.and of Aſaph the Seer, 


Did 


* 


14 A Diſcourſe on praying by the Spirit, 


Did this good King, and theſe pious Levites, think 


as theſe miſtaken People do, that Prayer by a ſet 
Form ſtints the Spirit, and is not ſpiritual Prayer, 
or cannot be true praying in the Spirit, or the 
Worſhip of God in Spirit and in Truth, and ſo 


not acceptable to God ? If they had thought ſo, . 


neither would he have ordered, or they. have done 
as they did: To be ſure this would not have been 
| ſpoken of in their Commendation, as we ſee it is 
in that Place, if it had net been lawful. Certainly 
there 1s not the leaſt Intimation in all theſe Places, 
that theſe great and good Men were condemn'd or 


diſapprov'd by God in this their Practice. And it 


muſt bea great Miſtake in any others to condemn 
them, or to condemn that Way of worſhipping God 
which they uſed. It is alſo a pitiful Deluſion to 
think that this Way of Worſhip might be lawful 
and acceptable from them, but not from the Chri- 
ſtian Church. God required to be worſhipped in 
Spirit and Truth by the Fews, and under the 
Law, as well as by Chriſtians, and under the Goſ- 
pel: And therefore are they rebuk'd by the Pro- 
phet, who are ſaid to draw near to God with 
their Lips, and to worſhip with their Mouths, 
while their Hearts were far from him. And our 
Saviour does not give the leaſt Intimation to the 
contrary of this, in that Diſcourſe of his to the 
Woman of Samaria: But the reaſon which he gives 
for Mens worſhipping God in Spirit and in Truth, 
plainly proves it; for it is ſuch as is of eternal 
Force, and as well under. the Law, as under the 
Goſpel ; for God always was, and is, and will 
be a Spirit. 5 

It muſt be obſerv'd too, that there is not any 
ſuch Difference between praying, and ſinging, in 
the Worſhip of God, as that the one may be per- 
form'd by a ſet and prepared Form, and yet be 
done in the Spirit or by the Spirit, and the other 
not. Both of theſe are the Worſhip of God, and 
of his Appointment, and he muſt be worſhipped 
in 
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in Spirit and in Truth, both in ſinging of Pſalms, 
and in praying, and in every Part or Inſtance of 
Worſhip ; And the Pſalms contain all the Matter 
of Prayer. And the Apoſtle ſpeaks, we may ob- 
ſerve, of ſinging with the Spirit, as well as of pray- 
ing by the Spirit, 1 Cor. 14. 15. This muſt cer- 


tainly be done ſo, as well as praying. And it "'F 
ought to be obſerv'd, that there are two Ways | 
of ſinging in the Spirit ,or by the Spirit, mention- 3 


ed in Scripture, one of which was extraordinary, | 
and perform'd by immediate Inſpiration, ſuch as | 
that of the Prophets, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of | 
in the Place laſt mentioned : The other was done 
by the ordinary Influence of the Spirit of God 3 
upon good Men, which is that he ſpeaks of, and 
exhorts to, Col. 3. 16. under the Phraſe of ſing- . 
ing with Grace in their Hearts to the Lord. There: 
fore as we may ing by the Spirit, and yet do 
this well and acceptably by a ſet and prepared 
Form; ſo we may Fray by the Spirit, and yet do 
this by a prepared Form. And when the good 
Men forementioned are ſaid to have ſung by a ſet 
Form, as we muſt believe they ſung by the Spi- 
rit, and in a manner acceptable with God: This 
is a good Vindication, from Example, of praying | 
by a ſet Form; and a Proof that in this Wax ( 
Men may pray by the Spirit, and be acceptable | | 
with God. | J 
2. We will obſerve that God himſelf has pre- 
{crib'd and ordered praying by a ſet Form. He 
has directed and commanded this both in the Old 
and New Teſtament. But ſhall we think that 
God himſelf directed and ordered a Way of 
praying that was unlawful, that was not duly 
\ ſpiritual and acceptable to him? He ordered the 5 
Miniſters of Religion to pray for the People by 5 
at ſet Form, as you may ſee, Numb. 6. 22, &c. The 
Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, ſpeak unto Aaron and = 
bis Sons, ſaying, On this wiſe Tal ye bleſs the Children » . 


9 
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of Iſrael, ſaying unto them; The Lord blefs thee, an4- 
| | keep 


* 
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16 _A Diſcourſe ou praying by the Spirit, 
Keep thee ; the Lord make his Face to ſhine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up his Countenance 
upon thee, and give thee Peace. He ordered his Peo- 
ple a Form of Prayer which every one ſhould 
| uſe, in Thankfulneſs to God for their Delive- 
rance from Egypt, and for his giving them Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Land of Canaan; and to acknow- 
' Tedge the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God, in per- 
forming his Promiſe made to the Fathers of their 
Nation, when they brought the Offering of their 
2 Fruits to the Prieſt, as we ſee, Deut. 26. 
I. | 
« Again, we may obſerve, that our Lord 
Chriſt himſelf taught his Diſciples to pray by a 


Form: And then certainly we may pray with 


the Spirit, when we pray by . a Form. When ye 
pray, ſay, ſays he, Zuke 11. 2. that is, ſay thus, or 
ſay theſe Words. After which follows immedi- 
ately the Form which we call the Lord's-Prayer. 
What? did our Lord direct them to pray in ſuch 

a: Manner as that they could not in ſo doing pray 
by the Spirit? This cannot be imagined, and 
then we may pray by the Spirit in the uſing of 
a Form. It is a great Preſumption in any to 
pretend, that our Lord deſigned this ſhould be 
uſed by his Diſciples only, till he ſhould, after 
his Aſcenſion, ſend them the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. Tis a Preſumption, becauſe it has not 
the leaſt Ground or Foundation in all the New 
Teſtament. And it ſhould be conſider'd, that if 
our Lord thought it a fit Way of praying before 
.the time of Inſpiration, he has taught us to be- 
lieve, tis a fit Way of praying for Chriſtians to 
pray by a Form, after the time of Inſpiration 
is at an End. And if the immediate Inſpirati- 


on of. Prayer ſets it by as needleſs, or not law- 


ful ; becauſe it is a ſtinting of the Spirit ( whick 


Wo KB can be true of it in no other Caſe ): This-muſt 
=: be only with Reſpect to thoſe who enjoy that 


immediate Inſpiration, and who are therein un- 
* 9 | doubtedly 
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doubtedly call'd to exerciſe and uſe that theit 


Gift for the Glory of God, and the Edification 
of the Church: And it ought not to be under- 
ſtood thus, with Reſpect to thoſe who may not 
pretend to immediate Inſpiration. And then, 
as the inſpired Prayers were not given, even in 
the times of Inſpiration, th any but the publick 
Miniſters in Religion, the other Chriſtians 


might be allow'd, even in thoſe times, to uſe 


this Form, and this way of praying. And 
when, even the Miniſters in Religion can no lon- 
er pretend to immediate Inſpiration, it muſt be 
awful and allow'd, even to them, to uſe this 
Form, and this Way of praying by a prepared 
or ſet Form. | 
3. Let us obſerve how theſe miſtaken Peo- 
ple. condema themſelves in this falſe Notion of 
theirs concerning Prayer; as it is uſual for Er- 
| ror to condemn it ſelf. Some of them {ing 
Pſalms in publick Worſhip. Now in doing this, 
either they can ſing with the Spirit, or they 
cannot. If they cannot ſing with the Spirit 
Pſalms compos'd and prepared for them, then 
they ought not to uſe this Way of Worſhip. 
And therefore ſome of them, agreeably with this 
falſe Notion, do leave off this Way of 3 
altogether, and will not ſing Pſalms. Whic 
alſo proves it to be a falſe Notion, in that it 
leads and obliges Men, as I may ſay, to leave 
off an appointed, allow'd, and acceptable Way 
of worſhipping God. They who ſing Pſalms 


among them, do certainly uſe ſet and pre- 


pared Forms of Devotion: Forms of Petition to 
God, of Thankſgiving, of Praiſe and Acknow- 
ledgment. The Pſalms contain, as I faid, all 
the Matter of Prayer: And if they ſing with 


the Spirit, notwithſtanding. this, then they may 


% 


pray with the Spirit, even in the Uſe of a 


orm; tho* the Matter of the Pſalms they ſing 


be taken from the holy Scriptures, yet the Com- 
wha C poſure 
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18 4 Diſcourſe on praying by the Spirit, 
poſure of them is the Work of Man's Invention, 
and is meerly humane. And theſe are as much, 
and as truly Forms of Devotion, as the Prayers 
of the Liturgy are: Which, as to the Matter of 
them, are all deriv'd from the holy Scriptures, 
and only the Form is of humane Compoſure. 

4. Let them who are againſt the uſing Forme 
of Prayer, as if a Man could not pray with the 
Spirit, or by the Spirit, in uſing them, be ask'd, 
Whether or no the People of their Congrega- 
tions can be ſaid, ever to pray by the Spirit, 
when they join with their Miniſter in his Prayer 
amongſt them? Will they ſay the People never 

pray by the Spirit in their Congregations ? Do 
they not worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth 
in that Part of their Worſhip? Are they only 
carnal and formal in the Performance of it? 
This they will be loath to ſay. But then they 
muſt conſider, that all their People pray by a 
Form, when they join with their Miniſter in 
Prayer : That is, they pray by a Prayer made 
and compos'd by another for them ; they pray 
by joining with him in Prayer; they uſe his 

Prayer, and this is a Form to them. They 
muſt therefore either allow that one may pray 
with the Spirit, when one uſes a Form, or con- 
feſs, that whatever their Miniſter does, none 
of his People do pray with the Spirit, or by the 
Spirit, when they join with their Miniſter in his 
Prayer. 

I now proceed to the Third and laſt Part of 
this Diſcourſe ; which is, to direct and ſhow, 
how you may beſt pray by the Spirit, in the Uſe 
of the publick or common Prayers of the Church ; 
or. to give Directions for the right and profitable 
Uſe of theſe Prayers. This I ſhall do briefly in 
the following Particulars, Fay | 

1. As it has been often mentioned for an Ad- 

Nantage to our praying with Underſtanding and 

Devotion, that our Prayers may be e 
ad 4 | | 2 


. 
8 wa N * Sas a > — e * 
. 


= 


_——— Cannons _ 
W 


r 


n 


——— 


W a 7 — 4. — 
** MV rr 
* 
* 


2 EE. 
* 


—— 
— 
7 


— a — TS - 
** 


2 — =: 


\ — 
1 1 AT | * 
22 H 
a " oi; 
LT o \ * 
= 
=” - 
Ta 
oy | 7 
= 
* 
Ws © 
* 


* 


in the Die of the Common Prayers. 19 
and meditated on before we uſe them in Publick: 
So it muſt be advisd, that People would read 
and conſider them well before they come to uſe 
them. It would be a good Preparation to uſe 
them with Devotion and Advantage 1n Publick, 
to take ſuch times as Buſineſs and other Duties 
will allow, to read and meditate upon them, 
At leaſt is it to be urg'd, that People would 
read them over on the Lord's-Day, before they 
come to Church, to uſe them there. We 
ſhould conſider, what Inſtruction in Religion 
they contain; what Sins they reprove; what 
Vices they condemn ; what Virtues and Graces 
they recommend ; what Arguments and Motives 
for a holy Life are expreſt, or intimated, and 
implied in them; what there is to diſpoſe us 
to Faith, to Fervency and Devotion in Wor- 
ſhip, to Humility, and a due Reverence of Almigh- 
ty God. A ſerious Conſideration of them is one of 
the beſt Means certainly to reconcile Men to 
them, and poſſeſs them with a due Value and 
Eſteem for them. I dare ſay, there is no Man 
in the Nation, of all thoſe that deſpiſe and con- 
dem them, that ever allow'd them a due and 
ſeriot s Conſideration. But certainly 'tis a very 
guilt; ching to deſpiſe the Order and Govern- 
ment, and break the Peace of the Church, and to 
divide into ſeparate Parties and Factions, without 
a very deliberate and ſerious Conſideration of what: 
we refuſe to join with, and very good Reaſons 
aſſur'd and confirm'd by ſuch a Conſideration. 
This Praftice would fatisfie thoſe who are well. 
acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, that theſe 
Prayers are all in the matter of them deriv'd 
from thoſe Scriptures. It would make it appear 
to every Man who has a Senſe of Devotion, or 
any Meaſure of the Spirit of Grace and Suppli- 
cation, that theſe were certainly compos'd with a 
great Meaſure of that Spirit; and that in uſing 
and joining with them, he may pray with the Spi- 
Tit. | | 


C22 — 2. In, 


20 A _ Diſcourſe on praying by the Spirit, 
2. In order to this, every Man ſhould ſeriouſly 
conſider, when he is about to come to Church, 
who it is that he is coming before, in coming, | 
to the publick Worſhip of God. That he 1s 
going to preſent himſelf before the great and 
glorious God, whom all the Hoſts of Angels re- 
verence and adore ; to appear before him who is 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ; before 
him who ſearches the Hearts, and tries the Reins 
of Men; who is a Spirit, and will be worſhip- 
ped in Spirit and in Truth. We ſhould con- 
ſider that we are going to worſhip him, in 
whoſe Hand is our Breath, and all our Ways: 
Who has the Diſpoſal of all our Fortunes in this 
Life, and of our Condition to Eternity ;and will 
not diſpoſe of us abſolutely, or by a ſovereign 
Will, but according to our Deſerts: Who will 
not favour us if we be wicked, nor hate or de- 
ſpiſe us if we be good and religious. We 
ſhould conſider, as Jacob did, that a Houſe of 
Prayer is the Houſe of God, it is the Gate ot 
Heaven. And as no unclean thing ſhall enter 
that moſt holy Place, fo tis not fit that we ſhould 
bring our Paſſions and Vices hither, or let any 
Pride, Malice, Covetouſneſs, Prophaneneſs, Con- 
tempt of God, and his Laws and Ordinances ; or 
Diſobedience, and Contempt of the Laws and 
Orders of Governours in Church or State, at- 
tend us here. And by ſuch Thoughts we muſt 
be poſſeſs'd with a Reverence and Love of God : 
With Deſires to he like him as we can; that 
we may always approve our ſelves to him. And 
we mult conſider that we affront God if we come 
with a common -Frame of Mind, and allow a 
common carelefs Behaviour of our Body in his 
Preſence and Worſhip. Thoſe worldly Thoughts, 
and Deſigns of worldly Buſineſs, which are Jaw- _ 
ful at other{rimes, muſt be abandon'd when we 
come hither; that we may not draw nigh to God 
with our Lips, and worſhip him with our 
_ .- | Mouths, 


— 
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Months, while our Hearts are far from kim. We 
muſt ſeparate our ſelves from Earth, when we 
wguld have Communion with Heaven; and for- 
get the Creature, when we would enjoy the 


Creator. | 

3. Another uſeful and neceſſary Direction is, 
That Men make it always their Care and Endea- 
vour to come at the Beginning of the Worſhip. 


It ſhews an unwilling Mind to loiter, and be 


ſlow in coming to the Worſhip of God. *Tis 
becauſe Men are loath to come when they do 
not make haſte to come upon the Signal given: 
And this muſt he a State of Mind very- much 
indiſpos'd to Worſhip. The more willing we 
are, and with the greater Deſire we come to 
worſhip, we may believe we ſhall be the more 
welcome ' with God, and his Bleſſings upon us 
will be the more free and ready, and the more 
large and bounteous. If we would have him 
make us joyful in his Houſe of Prayer, we muſt 
be glad when the Day comes to worſhip, and to 
hear the Summons to the publick Aſſembly ; as 


a very devout Soul ſays of himſelf, I was glad 
when they ſaid unto me, let us go into the Houſe of 


the Lord, Pſal. 122. 1. Beſides, as our publick Ser- 
vice is wiſely ordered for our Benefit and Ad- 
vantage, ſo one part of it is ſerviceable to ano- 
ther, and the whole muſt be ordinarily moſt pro- 
fitable together: That which goes before. pre- 
pares for that which is to follow, and that 
which follows is a good Improvement of what 
went before. N FE. | 

4. In order to the keeping our Minds duly in- 
tent upon what we are about, and to maintain 
a due Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind in our 


> Worſhip: It is adviſeable, as of great Uſe to 


ſuch Purpoſe, that we take Care to comply with, 


and obſerve the Rules which the Church gives 


vs in our Prayer-Books for our Behaviour, and 
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Geſtures of the Body at the Worſhip. We ouggt | 3 
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2 A Diſcourſe on praying by the Hiri 
to worſhip God with our Bodies, as well as with 
our Souls, when we are in his Houſe: There- 
fore Men muſt be uncovered there: And ac 

ing to Direction, they ſhould ſtand up when 

they are praiſing God, in reciting the Hymns 
and Pſalms, and do make Confeſſion of their 
Chriſtian Faith; and ſhould reverently kneel, 
while they are confeſſing their Sins, and making 
any Prayers to God. This is due and decent 
Worſhip of the Body; and this will mightily 
aſſiſt, and promote the due Diſpoſition of Mind. 
The meer Alterations of Poſture keep the Soul 
awake, and apply'd the better to what we are 

about; and the Expreſſions of Reverence in that, 
help to diſpoſe the Mind to, or keep and 
maintain it in Devotion and Reverence. The 
Body and Mind are ſo ſtraitly united, that it is 
not eaſie, if poſible, for the one to be in a common 
lazy Poſture, and the other to be devout, reve- 
rent, and ſerious. And then tis no Wonder, if 
Mens coming to the publick Service be unprofi- 
table to them, when their Behaviour in it is 
looſe, and neglected. | 

5- Laſtly, To all theſe things Men muſt add as 
diligent and frequent an Attendance upon the 
publick Prayers as they can. There is no need 
at all to fear, that the frequent Attendance, and 
ſerious Uſe of them, ſhould: leſſen our Eſteem of 
them, or our Devotion in uſing them. I believe 
there never was any Man that found this Effect 
of them, but rather the contrary. The oftner 
we come, the more willing we ſhall be to come 
to them; and thoſe ate always the moſt unwil- 
ling to this, who moſt abſent themſelves; to have 
our Hearts often warm'd here with the ſacred 
Fire of Devotion, will, by Degrees, put us into 
2 State and Habit of Devotion, and make this 
abiding, ſteady, and even natural to us. By 
this Means we ſhall attain that happy ſpiritual 

diſcerning of ſpiritual things which the Apoſtle 
"JI | ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of, and reliſn the Joys and Felicities of 


Angels: We ſhall exchange an earthly Temper 


for an heavenly one ; ſhall grow out of Love 
with Earth, and more in Love with Heaven. 
Our Knowledge in divine things, our Faith in 
God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our Love to God, 


and our Brethren , and our Likeneſs and Con- 
formity to God, will be the more encreas'd, b 


how much the more we converſe with God in 
publick Worſhip. The more we are engaged in 
the Buſineſs and Employment of Heayen, which 
is Contemplation, Praiſe, Love and Adoration 


of God; the more we ſhall be fitted for Heaven 


it ſelf. All the Advantages of publick Worſhip 
will be the more promoted, the more certainly 
and abundantly obtained, by how much the oft- 
ner we do deyoutly and ſeriouſly attend upon, 
and join in the publick Worſhip. 

Now when ye know theſe things, happy are 
ye if ye do them. | 


To God the Father, the Son, and the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 
World without End. Amen. 
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